
Milwards Primary School and Nursery – RE Knowledge Organiser 
Class: Year 6 (Oak)                                              Main Disciplinary focus: Philosophy 
Core Question: What does it mean to be human? 
Curriculum Thread: Identify, lifestyle/living it out   (Step 5)                Religion: Christian, Humanism 

Core Knowledge  
St. Augustine’s ideas on sin as a defect rather than an 
effect - referring to Socrates and Plato’s work stating that 
ignorance is the cause of sin.  

Theological understandings of right and wrong - viewing 
St. Augustine’s ideas about ‘bodily desires’ overthrowing 
the soul’s desire to be virtuous.   

Moral issues such as poverty and wealth, peace and 
conflict or justice and injustice - looking at Christian 
attitudes to suffering after St. Augustine’s City of God in 
which he argues that suffering in this life is of little 
consequence when considering the Last Judgement.  

Humanist use of empathy and reason when making moral 
decisions rather than thinking about sin and the afterlife.  

The work of Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill on 
Utilitarianism. 

Skills  
1. Begin to analyse and evaluate a range of 
philosophical answers to questions about the world 
around them, including questions relating to meaning 
and existence. 
2. Begin to analyse and evaluate different ways in 
which philosophers understand abstract concepts. 
1. Begin to analyse and evaluate whether a position or 
argument is coherent and logical and show increasing 
awareness of divergence of opinion.  
2. Use well-chosen pieces of evidence to support and 
counter a particular argument. 
Begin to analyse and evaluate a range of different 
answers to ethical and moral questions/issues, showing 
an understanding of the connections between beliefs, 
practices and behaviour. 

Useful References  
 

Essex Syllabus unit overview 
 

Philosophy in KS2 ideas website 
 
RE:ONLINE for background knowledge 

Fingertip Knowledge 

Name of Religion: 
Christianity 

Name of followers: 
Christians 

Name for God: God 
Sacred Text: Bible 

Place of Worship: Church 

Name of Religion: Islam 
Name of followers: Muslims 

Name for God: Allah 
Sacred Text: Qur’an 

Place of Worship: Mosque 

Name of Religion: Hindu 
Dharma 

Name of followers: Hindu 
Name for God: Brahman  
Sacred Text: The Vedas 

Place of Worship: Mandir 
(Temple) 

Name of Religion: Judaism 
Name of followers: Jews 

Name for God: G-d 
(written: YHWH usually say 

Adonai – Lord) 
Sacred Text: Torah 
Place of Worship: 

Synagogue 

Name of Religion: Sikhi 
Name of followers: Sikhs 

Name for God: Waheguru 
Sacred Text: Guru Granth Sahib 

Place of Worship: Gurdwara 
 

Prior Knowledge 
Year 2: 

Different people believe different things (opinion / 
belief). 
Religious beliefs or worldviews can influence what 
people believe/think. 
Year 3: 

Difference between knowledge, belief and opinion.  
The complex nature of concepts such as truth, reality, 
happiness, identify, hope and justice.  
The nature of a philosophical question.  
The influence on moral decision making by factors such 
as experience, family, history, culture or community 
(including religious communities). 
Year 4: 

At least three views about the nature and existence of 
God. 
The difference between knowledge, belief and opinion. 
The complex nature of concepts such as truth and 
reality. 
Debates about whether something can be proven.  
Year 5: 

Varying views about the existence of God: Ontological 
and Cosmological arguments as found in the work of St. 
Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae. 
Difference between knowledge, belief and opinions 
about God’s existence. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Hedonic Calculus, Hedonism, Humanist, 
Platonic, Reason, Soul, Utilitarianism, 
Atheist, agnostic, Humanist, rationalist, 
Golden Rule, ‘spiritual but not religious’, 
secular, rationalist. 
 

https://www.philosophyinks2.co.uk/_files/ugd/340eca_9c0a5427c09c495b9b0c55497c2e41e3.pdf
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